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Mary a time and oft have I gained 
pleaſant and uſeful information from the 
peruſal of medical publications, which, of 
courſe, has made me anxious to read moſt 
of the new books in that line; and I have 
generally met with them earlier than this 
which is now before me; but that I con- 
ſider as no reaſon for paſſing it by unnoti- 
ced: indeed, it comes in fo queſtionable a 


B ſhape, 
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ſhape, being introduced by ſo extraordinary 
a Dedication to the individuals who com- 
poſe a large, and, I think, a uſeful body 
of men, that not to notice it might, per- 
haps, be conſtrued into a tacit acknowlege- 
ment of the juſtneſs of what is ſet forth, in 
the Dedication, in ſo ſpecious and plauſi- 


ble a manner. 


I Do, therefore, in reply to Dr. Ber- 
KENHOUT, aver that he is egregiouſly 
wrong in his idea of the merit of Apothe- 
- caries in general, taking it as the general 
account; and will venture to aſſert that it 
is inapplicable to a very great majority of 
them: but that it isapplicable to ſome, is 
the lamentable fact which has called forth 
the Doctor's general fatire upon the whole 
corps. And, that none might eſcape the 
laſh, he has addreſſed his Dedication to 
them individually; not ſuffering any, how- 

ever 


„ 
ever great their merit, to tower above their 


fellows, without cenſuring them for ſuch 


preſumption z===/ic utile. 


IMPROVEMENTS in all the arts and ſfci- 
ences have made a confiderable progreſs 


ſince the beginning of the preſent century : 


but in none have they been more conſpicu- 


ous and intereſting than in the ſciences of 
anatomy, chemiſtry, phyſic, and ſurgery. 
In theſe ſeveral branches of philoſophy the 
diſcoveries have been great and important : 
and, for the benefit of mankind, they have 


been communicated to the world with a 


ſpirit of philanthropy which does honour 
to the authors, and is as deſerving of praiſe 
as the diſcoveries themſelves. By theſe 
publications many have profited, who, not 


having had the advantage of an univerſity 


education, were deficient in many ſpecu- 


lative points. In this predicament were to 
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be found, I fear, many of our Apotheca- 


ries, if not ſome of our Phyſicians; who, 
purſuing a kind of traditionary routine of 
practice, looked upon all alterations and diſ- 
coveries as innovations, rather than improve- 
ments, in the practice of phyſic. We have a 
ſtriking inſtance of this, in the oppoſition 
which Dr. Sydenham's cool regimen in the 
ſmall- pox met with, from people who be- 
ing deficient both in reaſoning and experi- 
ence could not adopt it upon the authority 
of any writer, however reſpectable his name 
or ſucceſsful his practice had been, or then 
was. That theſe prejudices ſhould be ha- 
bitual to old nurſes, or ſuperannuated prac- | 
titioners is not to be wondered at; but that 
reputable characters ſhould have ſhut their 
eyes and ears to conviction, ſeems wholly 
incredible. The painful ſenſations of the 
inquiſitive and ingenious at ſuch conduct, 


upon a review of their labours, may be 


better 


a 


better conceived than deſcribed by the 
ſtrongeſt expreſſion. I think it almoſt im- 


poſſible to expreſs contempt enough for 


The ſpurns 
That patient merit of th* unworthy takes. 


IMPATIENT of wrongs myſelf, I have 
ſome feeling for the patient merit of thoſe 
Apothecaries Dr. BERKENHoOUT has treat- 
ed ſo cavalierly. We owe many of the 
improvements and diſcoveries in medicine 
to the ſagacity and induitry of Surgeons 
and Apothecaries, as well as to thoſe Phy- 
ſicians who were the moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
their anatomical and phyſiological reſearch- 
es: ſciences fo inſeparably connected with 
the practice of phylic, that every man who 
has not more than a ſuperficial knowlege 
of them, will, by every regular-bred prac- 
titioner, be held unworthy of the name 
and occupation of Phyſician, Surgeon, or 


Apothecary. 
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GoDLIKE was the occupation of an able 
practitioner in the healing art, in the eſti- 
mation of the eloquent Tully. Homines ad 
deos nulla re proprius accedunt quam ſalutem 
hominibus dando. Thoſe men who were 
eminent for redreſſing the various maladies 
of the body, external and internal, by me- 
dicines and methods which, from repeated 
trials, they had found to be almoſt infallible, 
were, for their labour and pains, (for in their 
reſearches for the good of mankind they con- 
fumed their midnight oil, and the vigour of 
fome of the ſtrongeſt conſtitutions) placed in 
the firft rank in ſociety. A knowlege of the 
properties of what he employed, and a long 
experience of their good effects, entitled to 
this elevation the Apothecary, who was alſo 
the ſage Phyſician and Surgeon in that age; 
making obſervation with the acumen of ano- 
ther Hippocrates. But, fince that age, 
they have been very improperly ſeparated by 


confining 


BMX 


confining the education too much to one 
province, as a diſtinct ſcience; making the 
Apothecary, who was the ancient Phyſi- 
cian, now, a mere compounder in ſome 
countries, but not in England, for here 
they are more reſpectable; and the pen is 
given to Phyſicians, with the unbounded 
liberty of preſcribing and tranſcribing, as 
ſuits beſt with their medical education: but 
in ſo alarming a degree have they been ri- 
valed by every Apothecary, if we may be- 
lieve the medical champion for England, 
JohN BERKENHouT, M. D. /et credat 
Judæ us © That a total abolition of the 
faculty of medicine, with all its appen- 
* dages, would more effectually prevent 
* the depopulation of this kingdom, than 
* any law that could poſſibly be deviſed ; 
* that it were, upon the whole, much 
better for the people to depend for the 
< reſtoration of health on their own ſaga- 
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* city, and the advice of old women, than 
** ſubject themſelves to be poiſoned by an 
ignorant Phyſician, Apothecary, Quack, 
* or Retailer of Noſtrums.--- I do not 
deny that many lives might be ſaved by 
* the ſkilful adminiſtration of proper me- 
e dicines; but a thouſand indiſputable facts 
* convince me, that the preſent eſtabliſhed 
* practice of phyſic in England is infinitely 
deſtructive of the lives of his Majeſty's 
e ſubjects.” 


THis is, indeed, an indiſcriminate cen- 
ſure of the faculty at large, though pro- 
feſſedly pointed at the Apothecary. The 


Doctor has not been able to reach the 


Surgeon, notwithſtanding he ſhoots in a 


long bow, and takes all advantages, fair 


and unfair. 


THe Surgeon has ſtood his ground, ſince 
the 


1 1 
the ſeparation, with the greateſt reſpectabi- 
lity; to him is given to inflict, to heal; and 
this is a twofold charge, great and ſerious 


in its conſequences : Dr. BzRKENHOUT, 
great and bold as he feels himſelf, dares 
not invade this province---he wiſely keeps 
- aloof; for in the line of ſurgery he is of 
mighty little conſequence. He Was aware, 
that all thinking and ingenuous m men allow 
they are of the greateſt utility ; and we 
have many of them in this kingdom, both 
as writers and practitioners, that would be 
an ornament to any nation: but the Doc- 
tor, having never ſmarted under the laſh or 
knife of the Surgeon, ſeems not to have 
looked upon them as a ſet of men, that 
could, in public eſteem, be held one jot 
higher or lower by the influence of his 


praiſe or cenſure, He is not jealous of 


their anatomical, phiſiological, or patho- 
eee ſcience ; neither is he ſuſpicious of 
C their 
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their deficiency in any point.---How libe- 


ral! how more than candid !---Not fo in 


his fears for the education of Apothecaries ; 
whom he calls Phyſicians de facto, to diſ- 
tinguiſh them from thoſe who are Phy- 
ficians de jure. The weight and vengeance 
of his artillery is levelled at the whole body 
of Apothecaries indiſcriminately, whom he 
miſcrably belabours, heaping coals of fire 
upon their heads ;---ex fums dare lucem. 


Tns Doctor has taken up what, I be- 
lieve, is the common opinion of moſt prac- 
titioners, That the firſt ſtage of acute 
diſcates is the moſt important. It certainly 
is: and in this inſtance he ſupports a tru- 
iſm. But what ſhall we ſay of him when 
he boldly and unbluſhingly afferts, That 
Apothecaries are ignorant practitioners, fo 
far as relates to their method of treatment 
in this important ſtage; notwithſ.anding 
5 * 


C8 3 
they muſt be pretty converſant in it, from 
being generally called in firſt. 


IT is the firſt time that I ever heard of the 
merit of the Engliſh Apothecaries thus re- 
probated as a corpus collectivum without diſ- 
tinction. Many of them are now grey in the 
methodus medendi; having ſpent a great part 
of their lives in clinical practice, the ſucceſs 
of which affords them the moſt pleaſing 
reflections; and which Dr. Ber xz NwHouT 
will find more difficulty in filching from 
them, than he has done their good name, 
or their Latin and Greek. It may be, they 
have not the dead languages fo cleverly ad 
unguem as the Doctor, but they have (at 
teaſt the intelligent among them) a good 
Engliſh reaſon for every part of their prac- 
tice, founded upon the ſolid baſis of o- 
SERVATION and EXPERIENCE, 
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Tur ingenious Dr. Kirkland, in his 
letter to a young Surgeon, ſays, That 
* a ſingle grain of practical knowlege is 
* worth a pound of reaſoning.” Which 
may be applied alſo to the Phyſician and 
Apothecary. For it is a well known 
fact, that many gentlemen, in the lan- 


guage of the ſchools well read, have found 


themſelves very much at a loſs, when they 


came to the bed of fickneſs, to account 


21 


for the ſymptoms produced by particular 
diſeaſes, as well as thoſe which are the 


effects of particular medicines; and this 


inconvenience ariſes from the want of prac- 
tical knowlege, or opportunities for obſer- 
vation, which, when blended with claſſical 
erudition, &c. forms the elegant and uſeful 


practitioner. Many of whom, to the ho- 


nour of our medical ſchools, are to be 


found in this iſland ; where the different 
branches are practiſed, diſtinctly and con- 
jointly, 


Ta 


jointly, upon a more reſpectable footing 
than in moſt countries; notwithſtanding 
the invidious aſſertions of Dr. BERKEN- 
HoUT, who inſiſts, That the practice of 
phyſic in England is inverted, becauſe, here 
the Apothecary is always called in firſt : 
this is cuſtomary, eſpecially among people 
of ſmall fortune, where the practice has 
obtained invariably from time immemo- 
rial. Dr. BERKENHoUT obſerves, ©** At 
*« what period of our hiſtory, and by what 
* ſtrange infatuation, this abſurd, this in- 


e yerted practice of phyſic began, is of 


little conſequence. It is ſufficient that 
* we know it to be univerſally and irre- 
* moyeably eſtabliſhed. The generality of 
* mankind reaſon leaſt in matters of moſt 


T importance.--- Confirmed habits never 


« yield to argument.” 


Taz Doctor has taken uncommon pains 


to 
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to harrow up the foul” of both the 


Phyſician and Apothecary. The former, 


by perſuading to adopt with him the hu- 


miliating opinion, that the public, blind 
to their merit, how great ſoever it be, will 


truſt their lives in the hands of ſome Apo- 
thecary in preference to any Phylician. The 
latter, by raiſing him, as the eagle did the 
toĩtoiſe in the fable, the more cfictu- 
ally to cruſh him. 


Bor to prevent any one from ſuppoſing 
that I have wilfully and wantonly miſin- 


terpreted the Doctor's meaning, I ſhall. 
take the juſtifiable liberty of giving it in 
his own words. The reaſoning of a 
Locke, the eloquence of a Cicero will 


never perſuade any of your patients to 


call in a Phyſician, until you have hinted 
% your apprehenſions of danger. You will 


1 certainly continue to be firſt ſent for; 


cc and 


( "9 ] 
and the family confiding in your extenfroe 
* prattice, will form their opinions con- 
* cerning the nature and danger of the 


<« patient's diſorder on your report. It is 


* evident, therefore, that you precede the 
« Phyſician both in time and importance, 
* if it be true, that the firſt ſtage of acute 
% diſeaſes is the moſt important period; 
* and I dare fay, fir, you have ſeen enough 
« of diſeaſes to convince you of that truth. 
* But I will go a ſtep farther, I aver, that 
s the firſt ſtage is the only important period 
« of acute diſeaſes. Hence it follows, that 
« the preeminence of a Phyſician conſiſts 
« ſolely in the ſuperiority of his rank in 
* ſociety ;---in his having had an acade- 
* mical education ;---and in being gene- 
% rally a man of letters and of ſcience. In 
the line of phyſic he is of mighty little 
* conſequence: ſo little, that his attend- 
* ance might commonly be ſpared, if he 
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««. were not conſidered as the neceſſary ul- 


e timate article of pageantry to expiring 


« grandeur.” Such is the conſolation the 
Doctor deals to his neglected brethren ! 
But, nettled at the Apothecary's eminence 
and preeminence, he ſtings and flatters 
him by turns, till, at length, all his plau- 
ſibility exhauſted, and the miſt cleared from 
his eyes, he has the mortification to ſee 
the full force of this motto; -- Qui probat 

nimis, probat nibil. | 


As a farther ſpecimen of that fort of 
argument of the Doctor's which carries 
no proof with it, but reſts ſolely upon his 


zpſe dixit, I cannot refrain from quoting 
his unbounded exaltation of the Apothe- 
cary, beginning it, indeed, with a modeſt 
zf, which is the only ſhadow of diffidence 
we meet with, throughout his pompous 
Dedication to each individual Apothecary 

in 


97-1 

in England. If there be no miſrepre- 
*« fentation in what I have written, it ap- 
« pears, that the life of every individual 
in England, is in the hands of ſome 
* Apothecary. You ſee, fir, the impor- 
« tant, the aweful truſt repoſed in you by 
the whole nation; and you cannot avoid 
* perceiving your high conſequence in the 
community. Members of parliament 
and miniſters of ſtate are the guardians 
* of the people's property only. A Phy- 
« fician may be a dull, infipid, illiterate, 
ignorant blockhead, without any detri- 
« ment to the nation; but the penetration, 
the fagacity, the medical erudition of 
« every Apothecary is inſeparably connect- 
* ed with the population and conſequent 
* proſperity of the State.” 


Now, if the Apothecarics are really in 
this important fituation, and have main- 


D tained 
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tained it for ſo great a number of years, 


unmoleſted by the diſapprobation of the 
wiſeſt Phyſicians of the times; and thoſe, 
too, men of the moſt unblemiſhed repu- 
tation, incapable of any colluſion, or con- 
niving at deceit ; it follows, that their 
pretenſions to medical knowlege muſt be 
better founded, than upon the baſeleſs fa- 
brick of ignorance, as Dr. BERKENHOUT 
inſinuates; for, we have not wanted men 
who have been as zealous, and full as ca- 
pable of detecting errors and impoſtors as 
the Doctor; and it has been done: 
without vanity, but not without candour ; 
which will ever diſtinguiſh men of liberal 
minds. In this country, it is no uncom- 
mon thing for Surgeons and Apothecaries 
to commence Phyſicians; and, from the 
ſucceſs of their former practice, to gain 
patients in abundance :---- for, it is a 
prevailing opinion, hat practice is well 

8 founded 
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founded, which has for its baſis oBSER 


VATION and EXPERIENCE. 


EvERx ſtudent in medicine may gain 


practical knowlege, if he will devote a cer- 


tain portion of his time in attending with 


the Phyſicians, &c. the numerous ſick in 
the wards of the hoſpitals; he will there pro- 
fit by the obſervations of others, and, if he 
is induſtrious, may improve upon them : 
whether he practiſes as a Phyſician or 
Apothecary it matters not, his only aim 
is to be a good and uſeful practitioner. But 
much would it hurt me, to be thought an 
enemy to that regular academical plan of 
education which every one, intending to 
practice as a Phyſician, muſt purſue, if 
he means to gain reſpect as well as ap- 
plauſe,---It is this liberal education that 
entitles a young Phyſician to practice with 
leſs experience than the youngeſt Apothe- 

D 2 Cary; 
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cary; becauſe, being well grounded in 
theory, he may reduce it to practice with- 


out much difficulty: and, I believe, it 
will be found, that the practice of our 
Apothecaries, in general, is not founded 
upon a theory ſo very inferior to Phyſi- 
cians, as Dr. BERKENHOUT imagines. 
There is, without doubt, (as muſt be the 
caſe in all large bodies of men) ſome not 
ſo well informed as others, and ſome ig- 
norant; but, ſurely, our learned Doctor 
is not very candid, in branding the whole 
of ſo numerous a liſt as an ignoramus 
body, becauſe ſome are deficient. The 
line of diſcrimination might have been 
very fairly drawn between thoſe who have 
been regularly educated, by being pupils 
under ſome of the moſt reputable practi- 
tioners and profeſſors in the kingdom ; 
and thoſe, who, from narrowneſs of cir- 
cumſtances, have been obliged to confine 


them - 


[ 21 } 
themſelves to the drudgery of pounding 


and compounding ;--- continuing at the 


fag end of the profeſſion the beſt part of 


their lives: and, if many of them had 


ſtill remained in their ſubordinate fituation, 
the reſpectability, the dignity of the pro- 
feſſion would be better maintained; and 
the practitioners, being leſs numerous in 
all places, would be better rewarded for 
their trouble: -- the practice, of courſe, 
in all its branches, become more worthy 


the attention of men of ingenuity and li- 


beral education, from principle above ex- 


tortion ; and ever more ready to give than 


to receive, where there is but little to 


ſpare. 


DR. BERKENHouT cannot be ignorant, 
that there are many well educated Apo- 


thecaries both in town and country; not 


to mention thoſe who having taken de- 


grees, 
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grees, are, from prudential motives, obliged 


to compound as well as preſcribe, acting 
as Apothecaries only. With each individual 
Apothecary, I think, the Doctor has taken 
an unwarrantable liberty, as his charge 
ſeems applicable only to Quacks and Noſ- 
trum-Mongers; upon whom, the advice 
of Dr. Huxham, to read the $1xTH CoM- 
MANDMENT, 1s a cutting ſtroke ; as well 
as upon all ignorant practitioners of every 


denomination, in every country. 


I REGRET, as much as any man, that 
there are found thoſe, who, attempting 
the cure of diſeaſes, are unequal to the 
curative mode in every reſpect; and have 
at heart the craft, rather than the art of 
their profeſſion.— 


Hie niger q, Func tu Romane caveto. 


BuT there are able and conſcientious 


practi- 


[ 23 ] 


practitioners to whom much praiſe is due; 
and from whom to withhold it, is great 
injuſtice : and, however well Dr. BER. 
KENHOUT might mean for the public, by 
cenſuring thoſe who deſerved it, he cer- 
tainly has treated with unbecoming free- 
dom, and very unfairly, thoſe who did not. 
The motives of his conduct, in this reſpect, 
are full as impeachable, as his want of 
candour : for that is, indeed, an ingredient 
which ſeems not to have entered the Doc- 
tor's compoſition. That I may not be 
found equally deficient in that reſpect, by 
expoſing his weak fide only, it muſt be 
obſerved, (and I owe it to candonr) that 
the Doctor's public declaration may have 
this good effe&t;---It may ſtimulate the 
young practitioner to apply more atten- 
tively to his medical ſtudies, that he may 
be better qualified for the diſcharge of his 
duty, and do away every imputation ct 


defici- 
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deficiency, which, from want of applica- 


tion, will diſgrace his character; and, if 
he has but an ordinary ſhare of ſenſibi- 
lity, perhaps, ruin his peace of mind :--- 
if he depends upon his practice for ſup- 
port, he may, alſo, experience a domeſtic 
diſtreſs; and be obliged to tread a low 
path for the reſt of his life. But a man 
of moderate abilities, by application, may 
effectually prevent any ſuch diſgrace ;--- 
though it may be inconvenient for him 
to reſide a ſufficient time at ſome uni- 
verſity. We have public teachers in every 
branch of medicine, within a walk of any 
of the royal hoſpitals, &c. and in anato- 
my and ſurgery they yield the palm to 


none. 


Dr. BexKENHoUT ſeems not to have 
known any thing of the crouded theatres 
and lecture rooms exiſting out of the uni- 

verſity, 


L $92 
verſity, by the following remark in his 
Dedication to the Apothecaries. 


T ſciences of anatomy, chemiſtry, 
* botany, phiſiology, pathology, theory 
and practice of phyſic, are, I think, 
* generally conſidered as neceſſary branches 
of a regular medical education. Now, 
* though theſe ſciences may be of no uſe 
* to Phyſicians de ure, you, who are Phy- 
* ficians de facto, ought certainly to reſide 
* a ſufficient time at {ome univerſity where 
they are taught. But, as, in your pre- 
« ſent ſituation, that may be inconvenient, 
in order to prevent, in ſome degree, the 
fatal conſequences of your miſtaking one 
« diſeaſe for another, I have collected, 
from my common-place-book, a con- 
* ciſe ſyſtem of Symtomatology ; by which 
«© you will be enabled to inveſtigate every 
« diſcaſe incidental to the human body.” 
r THIs 
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Tuls collection of the Doctor's will do 
him more credit than his general Dedica- 
tion; but, at the ſame time, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, will be of no manner of ſervice to 
thoſe who are obnoxious to the fatal con- 
ſequences of miſtaking one diſeaſe for an- 
other, or ſymptoms for diſeaſes. Never 
cudgel your brains about it, Doctor! neither 
cudgel the Apothecary: ſeeing the moſt 
ſkillful Phlebotomiſts, aided by the moſt 
{killful Phyficians, have not been able to 
get blood out of a Poſt, nor ever will be, 
unleſs they find a BERKENHouUT to tranſ- 
fuſe there ſome of his, that is not too 
frothy for the purpoſe*.---To make this 
transfuſion a public good, the Doctor muſt 
make a diſcovery of all his overloaded bre- 
thren, that they may be prevailed upon to 
part 


* Ir is to be obſerved, that Poſt and Apothecary, 


here, are to be read as ſynonimus terms, after the manner 
of BERKENHOUT, 


„ 
part with that uſeleſs redundancy, among 
thoſe ſervants of the public who ſtand ſo 
much in need of it; and, ſurely, none can 
refrain, whoſe feelings are void of calloſity, 
from doing ſuch eſſential ſervice both to 
the patient and practitioner ; ſeeing it will 
raiſe them both :---the former from the 
bed of fickneſs, and the latter from the 
bed of ignorance :---making his name to 
be no more ſynonimous with Quack or 
ignorant Practitioner, or Boaſter ; but with 
Phyfician. Great will be thy triumphs 


for theſe exploits! And ſhall it not be faid 


of BERKENHOUT, as that great anatomi- 
cal Luminary and excellent Surgeon, John 
Hunter, ſaid of Mr. Alanſon, a brother 
Surgeon, for his improvements in the heal- 
ing art? That © He has leſſened the pains 
of mankind !”---- But this, perhaps, 
would not be ſatisfactory to a man of your 
modeſty, 
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Ir ſeems, indeed, by the purport of 


your Book, that you have, if poſſible, a 
higher claim; for we there read, in pretty 
plain Engliſh, -- That, if you are not 
able to prevent the mortality of your 
; patients ultimately, you have, at leaſt, 
© the merit, by your medical ſkill, to poſt- 
© pone the article of death to a longer 


period than any of the Apothecaries, or 


many of the Phyſicians.” 


WHAT patient can be able to reward 
you according to your deſerts? Was I one 
on your liſt, I ſhould only attempt it by 
oral praiſes; though it never ſtruck me 
before, that my lips or my lungs were well 
adapted for a trumpeter ; eſpecially where 
ſuch powerful exertions are neceſſary. There 
remains a great deal to be ſaid and done, 
both by each individual Patient and Apo- 
thecary, to hand your name and fame 


down 


$1 
down to the lateſt poſterity, in a manner 
according with the dignity of character 
you have aſſumed; or, to uſe your own 
words, obtained de jure. Quid retribuam! 
will be repeated, again and again, by many 
of the individual Apothecaries who can 
talk latin, till ſome of the moſt moderate 
among them conclude, that the numerous 
eulogiums already beſtowed upon you, by 
the ebullitions of gratitude, will be found 
more than equal to your moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes, whatever they may be to your de- 
ſerts :----whilſt others of your admirers, 
more anxious to ſhine in deeds than in 
words, will vie with the ſubſcribers to the 
Howardian fund, by erecting to your vir- 
tuous exertions a moſt ſplendid ſtatue, 
ſupporting a ſhield, with proper armorial 
bearings, creſt, and motto. And, that 
it may be rendered more conſpicuous, as 


well as more precious, the motto ſhould 


be 
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be written in letters of gold; and in En- 


gliſh {ad captandum vulgus). The words 
as follows :--- 


LENGTH OF DAYS WAS IN HIs 
RIGHT-HAND | 
As there are no Phyſicians preſcribe with 
the left, the alluſion will meet the moſt 
ordinary obſerver ; and may be aſſiſted by 
having for your creſt, a reſurrection man 
at work : but not in the ſhabby habit thoſe 
cadaverous companions generally appear in, 
but in your own dreſs; that, I take for 
granted, being too good for a grave-digger, 
which, in the other habit, you would un- 
doubtedly paſs for ; and ſuch a miſtake in 
the creſt, would burleſque all your armo- 


rial bearings, however meritoriouſly at- 


chieved, and make you the butt of your 
own vanity; if not deprive you of what 
you take great delight in, and what never 


fails to divert your patients, &c, I mean, 
= the 


Rnd 


1 l 
the being conſtantly the hero of your 
own ſtory: but, more eſpecially, when 
you have the leaſt ſhadow of pretence for 
triumph over any Apothecary, who has 
met with an unſucceſsful caſe; notwith- 
ſtanding he ſupplied his patients freely 
with baſkets of draughts, as you obſerve, 
to be taken every four hours ; and which, 
you ſay, were compoſed of the moſt pow- 
erful drugs in the diſpenſary. By which 
word powerful is meant the noxious medi- 
cines, or edged tools, which ignorant prac- 
titioners, or, in other words, Apothecaries 
generally ſport with. I am fearful, if I 
dwell longer on the merits of this ſin- 
gular Dedication, I ſhall tire the patience 
both of the Doctor and Apothecary; and, 
by detaining them too long, may, perhaps, 
delay or prevent the ſalvation or deſtruction 
of the lives of his Majeſty's ſubjects, till 
the firſt ſtage of the deadly foe has paſſed 
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unheeded by. I will only briefly add, 
That if theſe Remarks meet Dr. BER - 
= KENHOUT'S approbation, he may depend 


upon hearing further from 


SOMEBODY, 


Who is a Lover of CAN DOUR. 
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Ir you have any doubts reſpecting the 
ſufficiency of your preſent popularity, to 
accompliſh a defign of ſuch magnitude as 
is here mentioned, doubt not, but the 
Apothecaries (whom you have ſo liberally 
befriended), when your caſe is made known 
to them, will ſtep forth, and amply ſupply 
all deficiencies by a contribution of their 
mortars, with which they have made ſo 
much noiſe and miſchief in the world, and 
repreſent. your matchleſs modeſt aſſurance 
by a brazen image :----and to defend an 
effigy ſo dear to them, pull down the iron- 
work of the Hall, that it may ſurround 
your intrinſic worthineſs ; and be et decus 
et tutamen. | 
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THERE is, alſo, great reaſon to think, 
that ſome Literary Biographer, (eminent 
as yourſelf) will be found, who ſhall write, 
in the ſeveral languages of Europe, Me- 
* moirs of JOHN BERKENHoOuUT, M. D.“ 
which will tend more effectually than any 
dedication, to tranſmit your medical fame 


to after times. 


Bio RA is a ſpecies of writing for 
which I have long felt a partiality; ſo 
much, as to have began a Hiſtory of Me- 
dical Authors, and their Works; confining 
myſelf to thoſe who have lived and written 
either in Great Britain and Ireland, inclu- 
ding Doctors, Surgeons, and Apothecaries : 
but more eſpecially ſuch of the faculty as 
belong to academical, ſpeculative, and in- 
corporated Societies; whether diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of Fellows, Licentiates, 
Members, or Correſponding Members - and 


whether 


1 
whether living in Town or Village. I 
ſhall be obliged to traverſe a wider field 
than I at firſt intended: but I expect to 
receive much aſſiſtance by the pertinent 
information and obſervations of my cor- 
reſpondents in Scotland and Ireland. By 
this means, I have opened the door to 
more provincial information reſpecting Me- 
dical Authors, than can be admitted in 
the preſent limits of my Work. I am 
unwilling to enlarge my plan before I have 
ſhewn the utility thereof, by publiſhing, 
upon a ſmaller and leſs expenſive ſcale, 
from my preſent materials, a Book, that 
will be in every body's hands for half a 
crown; and which will ſerve both as ſpeci- 
men autorts, and ſpecimen operis; and that is, 
perhaps, as much as can be expected in the 
Firſt Book, or, Introduction to Medical 
Biography. It will be found that I differ 
very materially from Dr. BeRKENnouT, 
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N 
in not permitting living authors to ſupply 
memoirs, or materials for their own hiſto- 
ries; as ſuch a mode of information is by 
no means to be depended upon from a1 
quarters, though it certainly may be from 
all gentlemen. TI hall derive as much in- 
ormation as poſſible, from the ſource of 
verſonal knowlege, and not a little, per- 


- 


hips, from the inquiſitiveneſs of a few 
Tiends, whom I can moit religiouſly con- 
ie in for veracity and candour, who will 


NoTHING ExrExvArr, 


LNOR SET DOUN AUGIOUT IN MAIAL ICE. 
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But much will depend upon the candid 
reception the critics of the ſaculty give to 
the Outlines of the Work, whether I go 


on with my Manuſcript of BRITISH 
MEDICAL BIOGRAPHY. 
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